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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Gary Mickelson, Tyson Foods, Inc., 479-290-6111, gary.mickelson@tyson.com
Marcia Wells, Mid-South Food Bank, 901-405-0073, mwells@midsouthfoodbank.org 
Meredith Adams, Mitchell Communications Group, 479-443-4673, meredith@mitchcommgroup.com 

Area Organizations Receive Donation from Tyson Foods
15-tons to be distributed in Mississippi and Tennessee

TUNICA, Miss., Aug. 12, 2010 – In conjunction with a meeting of the Congressional Black Caucus, Tyson Foods delivered more than 31,000 pounds of food to the Boys & Girls Club of the Mississippi Delta, Mississippi Delta Council of Farm Workers Opportunities, Inc., and Mid-South Food Bank in Memphis, Tenn. 
CONGRESSMAN'S QUOTE
In November, the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research Service (USDA) reported that 49 million Americans, including nearly 17 million children are food insecure. This is an increase of 36 percent over the previous year. 

"This donation to the Boys & Girls Club will help by providing services through the Café de Rec - Teen Restaurant Program which provides club members and their families weekly or monthly luncheons," said Billy Willis, Director of Tunica County Recreation Commission.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Mississippi Delta is an after-school and summer program in partnership with the Tunica County Recreation Commission.  The Clubs enable all young people of the Mississippi Delta to reach their full potential as productive, caring responsible citizens.  The Clubs offer nationally recognized programs in five core areas: Education and Career Development, Character and Leadership, The Arts, Health and Life Skills, and Sports, Fitness and Recreation.

“This significant food donation from Tyson will allow us to impact lives when the need for food has never been greater,” said Susan Sanford, Mid-South Food Bank president & CEO. 

Mid-South Food Bank serves nearly 300 charitable feeding programs in 31 Mid-South counties.  Mid-South Food Bank fights hunger by collecting and distributing wholesome food, while educating the community about the problem of hunger and advocating on behalf of hungry people.  

The Mississippi Delta Council for Farm Workers Opportunities, Inc. assists migrants and seasonal farm workers in Mississippi.  Its primary objectives are to help farm workers seek alternatives to agricultural labor, and to improve the lifestyle of those who wish to remain in agriculture.

“It’s more urgent than ever to bring support and hunger relief to food-insecure families throughout the U.S.,” said Donnie Smith, president and CEO for Tyson Foods. “At Tyson, our Team Members are proud to be part of the ongoing relief efforts.”
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Since 2000, Tyson Foods has been a leader in the fight against hunger. The company is actively engaged in food-donation events and fund-raising activities year-round to benefit those in need. The protein given by Tyson today brings the company’s total in-kind donations since 2000 to more than 75 million pounds. This milestone equates to more than 296 million meals donated to food banks and agencies serving local communities around the country. Last year alone, Tyson donated nearly eight million pounds of protein to Feeding America. For more information on how to get involved in the fight against hunger, go to http://hungerrelief.tyson.com/.

About the Boys & Girls Club

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Mississippi Delta consist of programs in Yazoo, Tunica, Grenada, Winona, Lexington, Clarksdale, Indianola, and on the campus of Mississippi Valley State University in Itta Bena, Mississippi.  The mission of Boys & Girls Clubs is to enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. For more information about Boys & Girls Clubs of the Mississippi Delta – TCRC Units visit the web site at www.bgcmsdelta.org or call 662.357.0523.

About Mid-South Food Bank

Mid-South Food Bank’s mission is to fight hunger through the efficient collection and distribution of wholesome food, and through education and advocacy.  A member of Feeding America, Mid-South Food Bank supplies food and other grocery items to more than 300 charitable feeding programs in 31 counties in west Tennessee, north Mississippi and east Arkansas.  In 2009, Mid-South Food Bank distributed 10.2 million pounds of food and other grocery items.   www.midsouthfoodbank.org
Tyson Foods, Inc. (NYSE:TSN - News), founded in 1935 with headquarters in Springdale, Arkansas, is one of the world's largest processors and marketers of chicken, beef and pork, the second-largest food production company in the Fortune 500 and a member of the S&P 500.  The company produces a wide variety of protein-based and prepared food products and is the recognized market leader in the retail and foodservice markets it serves. Tyson provides products and services to customers throughout the United States and more than 90 countries. The company has approximately 117,000 Team Members employed at more than 400 facilities and offices in the United States and around the world. Through its Core Values, Code of Conduct and Team Member Bill of Rights, Tyson strives to operate with integrity and trust and is committed to creating value for its shareholders, customers and Team Members. The company also strives to be faith-friendly, provide a safe work environment and serve as stewards of the animals, land and environment entrusted to it.  

# # #

